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Access to cleanrooms and labs.

Funding and investor Startup support programme
launching October 2025.
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introductions, mentors and help

\_ With pitch preparation.
Incorporated modularised =
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tools, and technical and design Cadence training with STFC. 2)

support.
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€€ Networking events and started members community.
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Our online survey was open to all existing and prospective CORNERSTONE users during
spring 2025. Participants shared their views on the future of our foundry, strengthening
the ecosystem, startup support, and establishing a UK SiPh pilot line.

What do users want from the CORNERSTONE Foundry?

Q1. Which of our MPW platforms do
you plan to access before
the end of 20267

220 nm SOI DUV lithography
[ESSIVE (one-off)

‘220 nm SOl passives’ was

the most popular platform v o

that users planned to lithography §1550 nm
(one-off) laser dies

access in the next

two years.
300 nm SiN 220 nm
Q2. What is the most - Visible 340 nm
] aristhemos S wavelength §FSOI
important upgrade or new 200 nm SiN  fpassives
ili ’ i Mid-IR
capability you’d would like - Mo
us to offer in 2 years’ time? o nm 3

passives Mid-IR _
Popular responses: -
e Integration e.g. lll-V, lasers,
detectors, modulators
e Platform improvements e.g. edge
couplers, Ge, ultra-low-loss waveguides Fig. 1: Q1, size = no. of responses
e TFLN

e Visible photonics e.g. SiN for 8-900 nm light, 200 nm SiN

Integration Platform

Thin-film
lithium
niobate

Improvements

Fig. 2: Q2, size = no. of responses



How can we develop the UK supply chain?
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Fig 3. Survey responses to the questions, ‘what kind of activities do you think we should support to help
develop the UK silicon photonics supply chain?’ and ‘how could you contribute to building the UK silicon
photonics ecosystem?’




How can we support our start-up users?
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Fig 4. ‘What skills do you feel you are
missing or need strengthening, which
would enable you to start a company?’

What would a UK SiPh pilot line look like?

Users’ comments what the scope of a UK SiPh pilot line should be converged on six
categories. A future pilot line was also perceived to offer a range of benefits.

range of pilot line benefits
wavelengths,

e.g. SiN for
packaging visible, Sifor

NIR, Ge-on- S :
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Fig 5. ‘what should be the scope of a UK SiPh pilot line?’ and ‘how would it benefit your organisation?’



